Default Retirement Age to be
Phased Out

Autumn Writing Competition
with Cash Prizes

Closing Date: 2nd November 2010
Your brief is to write in any format on the theme of Imagined
Worlds. You might imagine a dreamscape the supernatural,
mythology, a person’s inner world, folklore, sci-fi, a journey into an
atom, or out to the stars

The Government has announced details of how it intends to
remove the default retirement age (DRA) of 65. At present the law
allows employers to force employees to retire at the age of 65
regardless of their circumstances. Their only obligation is to follow
the statutory retirement procedure that may simply involve holding
a meeting with the employee six months before their 65th birthday
to discuss plans and to give them notice if they intend to make
them retire.

●

Please enclose an SAE to receive competition entry rules. Entry fees: no charge to members, £2.50 to non members .
Enquiries to selseywriters@yahoo.com

Retirement dismissals will still be permissible for
individual employers to operate a compulsory retirement 		
age after 1 October 2011, provided that they can
objectively justify it.

Speaking recently, Sylvia, who will appear on our screens later this year on a major
new property show, said: ‘’This is a labour of love in every sense. ‘’Sessions is a
wonderful old property that deserves to be restored to its former glory. It is the jewel
in the crown of Selsey, and has played a significant and historical part of the village
since the 17th-Century.

Selsey Badminton Club
Selsey Badminton Club play at the Manhood Community College
sports hall on Wednesdays from 7.00 to 9.45 pm, and have the
availability of four courts. Feather shuttles are used.

Transitional arrangements will apply to retirements that
have been notified before 6 April 2011 to take effect
before 1 October 2011. Retirements notified before 6 		
April, but intended to take effect after 1 October, will not 		
be valid (unless objectively justified).

Annual subs are £20 and club night fee is £4, £3 for juniors.
The club has two ex-county players, a Sussex junior player and a
current Sussex Ladies over 60 player.
If you can play to a good club standard, please come along and
meet the members, you will be assured of a warm welcome, or
contact John or Jane on 01243 604924.

The procedural requirements applicable to a retirement
dismissal will also be abolished.

Sarah Evans
Partner
SMR Solicitors

SMR

But thanks to Sylvia - and an 11th-hour reprieve by English Heritage - the oncepicturesque cottage could be restored to its former glory.Sylvia bought its burnt-out
shell for £300,000, and is now in the ‘’long, laborious and painfully expensive’’
process of re-building it from the ‘’foundations up’’. She is now appealing to the
county’s business community to back her restoration project by investing a total of
£700,000 into the build. In return, corporate sponsors will be plugged on Sylvia’s
online DIY show at www.cosyhomesonline.com, at high-profile celebrity and press
events, and on a variety of planned TV shows.

All formats accepted but stay strictly within 3000 words. . Please
contact Mrs A. Evitts, chair of Selsey Writers, 8 Birches Close,
Selsey, Chichester West Sussex PO20 9EP.

Key proposals
● Retirements under the DRA will cease completely on 1
October 2011 and no new notices of intended retirement 		
may be issued after 6 April 2011.

●

Sessions Cottage - an update

A TV star and property guru made an appeal to businesses yesterday to help save one of the county’s ‘’best loved’’ historic cottages. DIY
expert Sylvia Marshall is at the centre of a £1 million crusade to save Sessions Cottage, a 17th-Century farmhouse left gutted by fire. The
Grade II-listed building was razed to the ground in 2006 after the reported ‘’unforgivable carelessness’’ of a neighbour. It prompted fears
that the house, described as Selsey’s ‘Jewel in the Crown’, would be demolished and replaced with a supermarket or car park.

Your piece can be a short story, poem, diary or the stage.

It is proposed that the default age of 65 be phased out from April
2011. The phasing out of this provision is due to the fact that people
are living longer and healthier lives. It is also thought that it will
encourage people to work for longer.

●

Cottage Industry

‘’With the help and assistance of the county’s business community, my dream and
desire is to rebuild the property and reinstate this stunning building as the centrepiece of Selsey.’’

Sessions Cottage - after the fire

Sessions Cottage dates back to the 17th-Century and the brick doorway bearsthe
inscription ‘1728’. It was christened The Old Farmhouse, but takes its current name
from the original Lord of the Manor who held his court sessions there. Until 2006 the stone-walled, thatched-roof property, took pride of
place on Selsey’s High Street. But on August 1 that year, a fire ripped through the building - leaving nothing but rubble and charred embers
in its wake. Sylvia bought the building from previous owners Ken and Jean Chapman
after reading about the blaze - and the loss of Sessions - in a local newspaper.
The sale and subsequent plan for restoration was not, however, straightforward. Legal
wranglings and further dealings with the local council and English Heritage ensued, and
it took more than three years before the project was good to go. She is now hoping to
restore the building, and convert it into two semi-detached family homes as it once was.
Sylvia, who lives in Surrey, said: ‘’The problem is, of course, that restoring a property of
this size comes at a price. ‘’I’ve done everything I can to help, but I need assistance. I’ve
invested everything I own and more to make this happen. Now I need others to get
behind me to make this vision a reality.”

solicitors

87 High Street, Selsey, West Sussex, PO20 0QL
Tel: 01243 602832

She is now appealing for businesses of all sizes to get involved. A variety of sponsorship
packages are available, which include offering tools or supplies for the build. Sylvia, who
plans to live in one of the properties, added: ‘’This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
safeguard one of the county’s best-loved homes, and I implore the business community
to recognise that fact and get involved.’’

www.smrsolicitors.co.uk
sevans@smrselsey.co.uk

Well-established firm with offices in Chichester and Selsey
providing conveyancing, wills and probate advice, and a full
litigation service inc. family, divorce, employment and contractual disputes. Contact Sarah Evans for more information.

All enquiries: Sylvia Marshall on 07885 319066.

Supplied & Professionaly Fitted
Friendly & Reliable Service
FREE Measuring & Estimates

The Rock Shop

Tel: 01243 607 888
email: sales@flawlessfinishltd.co.uk

Newspaper Deliveries at Customers Request
 National Lottery - paypoint
 international phone cards
 stationery - seasonal stock
 faxing - laminating
 newspapers - large range of magazines
 2 liters milk at £1.20

165 High Street . Selsey
West Sussex PO20 0PZ

143 High Street, Selsey --- 01243 - 605213

* RUG SALE

to advertise contact Eddie on
01243 604411

NOW ON *

The Artisans Do it right, do it once
   

Electrical • Plumbing • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Tiling • General small building
• Rewires, alterations/extensions, faults, entry systems, heating controls, testing & inspection
• Hot & cold water, heating inc. underfloor, drains, gutters, lead-work
• Kitchens, supply or fit only
• Bath/shower rooms inc. tanked wet rooms and accessible, experienced with Grohe ware
• All ceramic and natural stone with particular expertise with porcelain
• Damp, re-pointing, alterations, roof repairs and decking
• £5mil liability insurance • All work guaranteed
• Electrical work to BS 7671 and Part P Compliant
Plumbing by CIPHE Registered Plumber, ask to see his card

Andy 07980 416335
Trev 07902 207963
Selsey Office 01243 602984
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Sessions Cottage - before the fire
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